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Our Vision: 
 

To see every life in  Jasper transformed by Christ resulting in 
an   impact in His name felt to the very ends of the earth.  



 I’ve Been Thinking... 
Dear Church Family, 
 

 On January 7 I started a series of sermons from the book of Acts and each Sunday morning, 

we have moved chapter by chapter through those early acts of the Holy Spirit. It’s a bit surprising 
how long it takes to move through half of a book in the Bible but that is where we are at this point.  
We are just about to finish the first 15 chapters of this early history of the Christian movement.  I hope 
you have been able to be with us through this study.   
 

 When I started this series, I told you that I hoped we could learn lessons from the early church 
that would help us in the life of our church.  Some sermons have been more on this point than others 
but all of them have tried to help our understanding of church life and help our commitment to be the 
church that Christ wants us to be.  Has that happened?  I hope so.  I hope some of us have caught the 
lessons of Acts.  To help us solidify the learnings that were in the text I plan to do some “wrap-up” 
sermons from Acts.  I know that summer is coming and that all of us will be traveling and taking     
vacation and spending time with family.  I would like to ask that when you are in town do your best to 
join us as we try to nail down timeless truths for the Church and for our church. 
 

 This Sunday we are at the end of the Jerusalem Council.  The Jerusalem Council clarified for 
all time how a person is saved.  Everyone who has ever been born again has come to God by His 
grace through faith.  You do not earn salvation – it is God’s gift.  But the Council also spoke to the  
obligation of love that Christians have toward each other.  That is the topic we will explore this     
Sunday.  The gospel never changes but the concessions we make to each other due to culture           
differences bend and turn.  Just how do we live this Christian life?  Well, that’s a good question.  Why 
don’t you come and see! 
 I can hardly wait . . . 

  Brother Donnie
A Nԩɏ ʓrʝə Brɛ.Wȹoʏɨ          

 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YÊç Ý«�½½ ½Êò� ùÊçÙ Ä�®¦«�ÊÙ and hate your enemy.’ But I say 
to you, love your enemies 

and pray for those who persecute you.” 

--MaƩhew 5: 43-44-- 
Corrie Ten Boom in her book, ReflecƟons of God’s Glory, shared the story of a ChrisƟan man she met 
in Africa who had bandaged hands. She asked him how he was injured, and he said, “My neighbor’s 
straw roof was on fire; I helped him to put it out.” Later, Corrie heard the rest of the story. The   
neighbor hated this man and set his roof on fire while he, his wife, and his children were asleep      
inside. Fortunately, he was able to put out the fire in his house. But sparks flew over to the neighbor’s 
roof and set it ablaze. So, this man did everything he could to help his neighbor put out the fire in his 
house – and that’s how his hands were burned. 
Christ’s call to “love your enemies” isn’t one that’s easy. But when love that surpasses all                  
understanding is shown to those who deserve it least, God does some miraculous things. So, love 
your enemies even when it’s hard. You can’t do it on your own, but God will help you when you need 
it! Ask God to help you love your enemies – even when you don’t want to. Ask God to help you see 
people the way He sees them. 
 Love, 
 Bro. Woody 


