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I’ve Been Thinking...

Dear Church Family,

I hope many of you have been able to be with us in
worship recently as we have tried to come to a bib-
lical understanding of who Baptist people are and
where we come from. I have enjoyed sharing with
you how we are Christians (part of over 2 billion in
the world) but we are also Protestant Christians
who agree with Protestants on the centrality of
scripture, salvation by faith, and the priesthood of
the believer.

But Baptists also have much that is somewhat
distinctive to us. We think the church is com-
prised only of believers and that necessitates
abandoning infant baptism. Further on baptism,
be believe the scriptural mode of baptism is by im-
mersion. Finally, we believe that the competency
of the individual (Soul Competency) manifests it-
self in a separation of church and state and an
autonomous church body making decision as a
democracy (under God of course).

Unlike most every other church you know (except
for independents) we have no church authority
over us. We have no Bishop. We have no Confer-
ence. We have no board of elders. We have no
magistrate. As a congregation of believers who
have individual “soul liberty” we have a church
that bows to no one but Jesus.

However, that does not mean we don’t cooperate
with other believers. We cooperate in every way
we can to demonstrate our Christian togetherness.
We especially cooperate with like minded evangeli-
cals who share our conviction about conversion
and disciple making. When it comes to our partic-
ular denomination, Southern Baptists, we cooper-
ate in major ways. We share a denominational
history that goes back to 1845. We share mission
efforts that go back to that same year.

In 1925 we made two big steps in our cooperation.
We adopted a confession of faith that we call, “The
Baptist Faith and Message.” We also adopted a
way to pay for the work we do. That way is called,
“The Cooperative Program.” Last year we gave
$58,582.50 through the Cooperative Program to
fund our cooperative work. I look forward to tell-
ing you what all that money did!

I can hardly wait . . .

Brother Donnie

& A Note from Bro. Woody

Since Israel is stubborn like a stubborn heifer,
Can the LORD now pasture them like
a lamb in a large field?
--Hosea 4: 16 --

Are we strong enough to face how mistaken many of
our most cherished beliefs are? Well, here are a few
things you may not know:

e Marie Antoinette never said, “Let them eat cake.’
This phrase was attributed to her but had actually
been used by other prominent figures long before.

o Charles Lindbergh was not the first person to fly
nonstop across the Atlantic. He was the 92nd, alt-
hough he was the first to do it alone.

o The centipede doesn’t have a hundred legs. It usu-
ally has 21 or 30, though some have more than 100.
And the millipede certainly doesn’t have a thousand
legs. In fact, very few have more than 200.

o A redflag to a bull is meaningless because bulls are
colorblind.

o The idea that people never use more than 10% of
their brain is false.

o An ostrich never buries its head in the sand. It only
looks that way when it lowers its head in fear, to
feed itself, or to cover its eggs for protection.

’

When it comes to our ideas of God and His Word, it’s
important that we don’t have a stubborn heart and are
willing to accept when we might be wrong. So instead
of assuming we have the Christian life all figured out,
we must live our lives with a humble and teachable at-
titude and let God guide us in His truth each day! Ask
God to reveal areas where you have been stubborn and
unteachable. Pray that He would soften your heart in
these areas so that you can grow in His truth!

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You to receive the food
of Your Holy Word.

Take Your truth, plant it deep in us, shape and fashion
us in Your likeness.

That the light of Christ might be seen today, in our acts

of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us all Your purposes for
Your glory.

You are loved,

ANNIE
ARMSTRONG Woody Wade
EASTER OFFERING

anniearmstrong.com

Our Goal: $8,000

A Page from Jim’s Journal

Do you ever wake up in the morning and your to-do list simply overwhelms you? That happened to me
this morning. I am not easily shaken. I generally have a laid back attitude, even in the midst of pressure. Howev-
er the morning brought a flood of boxes needing to be checked in a short amount of time and I realized I can’t do
it.

The deadline that is looming in my thoughts is our mission trip to India. There is much to do in prepara-
tion for our trip in just a few short weeks. But there is also much to do in preparation for while I am gone. There
is never really a great time to leave for two weeks. Life continues to move and daily responsibilities still have to
be met. There are prayers regarding this trip that have yet to be answered (at the time of this writing).

I will tell you the rest of this article will not do an adequate job of praising God. It would take much more
space than what is given to even scratch the surface. But He is worthy of every word I could give Him. God is in-
credibly faithful. I went to Him with all my burdens, all of my concerns, and in all my weakness. I laid it at his
feet and He spoke to me in so many ways. Through His Word, I was reminded of so many scriptures. One of
those is Matthew 11:28-30. It says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” How could I not accept such an invitation every day of
my life?

God was also sending me a message through my Spotify playlist. Though my playlist is random, every
song during my reading time was centered around courage. “The Courage” by Tree Giants, and “Courage” by
Kevin Winebarger were preaching to me at the same time that God’s Word was lifting my burdens. All I could
think was “God you are too good! Thank you!” I love how God reminds His children of His faithfulness. I was
empty this morning and He filled me. There are still a million things to do in preparation for the coming weeks.
But I am not overwhelmed anymore. I am eager and thankful for this life God has given me.

Friends, lean into the person of Jesus Christ for all that you need. He is good!
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