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First Baptist, Jasper.........c.cccccovvrnnininnnnsnnsensenninns
Donnie Wiltshire, Pastor...........c.ccccoerievreecseeesseeessnens

Senior Sunday - May 22nd
Please join us as we recognize our graduating class
of 2022. Following morning worship enjoy a church
wide lunch in their honor.
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I’ve Been Thinking...

Dear Church Family,

My mother was a godly woman. She came to
Christ as a young person and was baptized in
obedience to Christ. She would be the first to tell
you that she did not always follow Christ the way
she knew to do but Jesus always kept her on a
fairly short leash. Just a short time after she
married my father, he too became a believer.
They had a few ups and downs but by the time I
was born they were solid in their commitment to
the Lord. My mother led me to Christ. She was a
major factor in my spiritual growth as a child and
as an adult.

I married a godly woman. She became a follower
of Christ when she was a young teenager. She
was raised in a Christian family but still, her deci-
sion to follow Jesus brought remarkable life
change for her. All of our married life I have been
hard at work being a pastor or being a church
consultant. Of course, I was involved in the lives
of our children, but it was Irma who spoke Jesus
into their baby ears. It was Irma who read them
stories and prayed with them nightly. All three of
our children became Christians during their
childhood days and over the years their godly
mother discipled the children and helped form
them into the mature Christians they are today.

My two daughters are both godly mothers. One
daughter has five children into whose lives she
speaks Christ. The other daughter has our
youngest grandchild. He is our sweet Canaan.
These two godly women are teaching and guiding
and nurturing these children so that someday,
they too will be Christ followers. I am a blessed
man!

This Sunday is Mother’s Day. It is a day when
many people express the love they have for their
mothers. Well and good - this is what we should
do. But if you had a mother that led you to
Christ you had one of God’s greatest gifts. If you
will be a mother who will disciple the generations
you are a gift to all of us.

Looking forward to seeing many of you Sunday at
church as we think about the mother who disci-
ples her children.

I can hardly wait . . .

Brother Donnie
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s | A Note from Bro. Woody

...and let’s consider how to encourage one another in
love and good deeds,
not abandoning our own meeting together, as is the
habit of some people, but encouraging one another;
and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
--Hebrews 10: 24-25--

One thing that I have learned about God’s dealing with
His children is that He does it in togetherness. The chil-
dren of Israel moved together across the wilderness. The
young, vigorous ones probably wanted to go twice the
pace. The young mothers with babies and toddlers need-
ed to take it easy. The oldest ones probably never wanted
to move at all. It took a lot of give and take; a lot of con-
sideration of the other fellow; a lot of accommodating.
But, when it was all over, except for those who died
along the way, they all got from here to there—together.
They all obeyed the sight of cloud and fire, the sound of
trumpets. They grumbled and were punished together—
but together they also saw waters part, rods bud, and fire
come out of heaven. They knew each other well. They
did it all together.

Isn’t that what God wants from our church? Living life
together? Knowing one another’s strengths and weak-
nesses? Feeling one another’s joys and trials? Encourag-
ing one another to be our best for His kingdom? Just like
the children of Israel, moving across the “wilderness”
won’t be easy. But together, in His strength, we can see
every life in Jasper transformed by Christ.

We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord,
We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord.
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored.
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.

You are loved,
Bro. Woody
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A Page from Jim’s Journal

I will never forget the night the words of Jeremiah 1:7-8 jumped off the page and
spoke to me. “Do not say, 1 am only a child,” for you must go to everyone I send you to
and say whatever I tell you to say. Do not be afraid for I am with you and will rescue
you.” Those words were the final straw for me to abandon my studies to become a veteri-
narian. I had decided to follow Jesus and He had different plans for my life.

Little did I know that this journey would eventually lead my family and I to First
Baptist in Jasper, TX. To be honest it doesn’t really feel like it’s been ten years. This
church and the community have been perfect for my family. I am so unworthy of the
good things that we have been blessed with as a result of our move here. I feel especially
unworthy of the work I get to do with the teenagers in our church and out in the commu-
nity. I often ask God “why do I get to be the one to do this?” And I know it’s because He is
good.

Thank you for ten years of loving my wife and my children. Thank you for ten years
of putting up with my constant shenanigans. More than anything, thank you for allowing
me the opportunity to be on staff at this amazing church. I have learned and grown so
much in my time here. I can never pretend to know how God might work in the future
but these ten years have engraved in my heart and soul that God’s way is truly best. I
truly love my church and I thank ya’ll for recognizing these last ten years.

Jim
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