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I’ve Been Thinking...
Dear Church Family,

Irma and I are driving across North Carolina
right this very moment (I mean while I write
not while you read). We have been with our
youngest daughter helping her get things ready
for the arrival of her first child. He is due in
August.
As many of you know, few things in life compare to having grandchildren. For the most
part, you can play with them and spoil them
and then give them back to their parents. You
rarely have to discipline them because that is a
parental duty, not a grand parental duty. Maybe best of all is this: the primary cost incurred
in their raising must be borne by the ones who
brought them into the world, not you.
I know I’ve been playful thus far but here’s my
serious piece - Irma and I know that God holds
us responsible for doing all we can to make
disciples out of our grands. That is why we
pray for them everyday of our lives. We constantly ask the Father to draw our grandchildren to Himself. And in addition to praying,
every chance we get, we speak Christ to them.
We talk about faith. We quote scripture. We
praise the Lord and we speak enthusiastically
about the church. Praying, speaking, and living the faith before their eyes is a compelling
Christ-ward attraction.
That seems to me to be the most important
functions for grandparents. We have lived long
enough to know what is important in life. We
know it’s not stuff, money, or power. It’s
Christ. We are uniquely positioned to love our
grandchildren and influence them toward the
Lord. That’s a worthy task for us older ones!
Sometime, not too far off in the future, I plan
to preach about these things. It will be super
to mine God’s Word together about these
truths.
I can’t wait. . .
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

A Page from Jim’s Journal

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever.
--Hebrews 13: 8-Many years ago, the Grand Rapids Press reported a story about a man who owned a small foreign car. He was
bragging constantly about the amazing gas mileage he
was getting. So his friends decided to have a little fun.
Each night, one of them would sneak over to the car
and pour a few gallons of gas into the tank. It wasn’t
long before the owner began to brag even more…
boasting of getting as much as 90 miles per gallon! All
the while, the pranksters laughed when he left the
room. But what was even more fun to watch was when
they stopped refilling the tank. The poor owner couldn’t figure out what was happening to his car!
It’s been said that disappointment is the difference between expectations and reality. We often play out in
our minds how we expect certain things will happen.
But circumstances are almost always different than we
thought, and events often unfold differently than we
planned. These changes cause us to experience emotional peaks and valleys. What’s important to realize in
times like these is that we aren’t the ones who are in
control. When our expectations aren’t met by a person
or a situation, we calmly and confidently acknowledge
that God is a loving and sovereign King who seeks our
best in everything. If we trust God in the ups and
downs of life, He’ll never let us down!
Simply trusting every day,
Trusting through a stormy way;
Even when my faith is small,
Trusting Jesus, that is all.
Trusting as the moments fly,
Trusting as the days go by;
Trusting Him whate’er befall,
Trusting Jesus, that is all.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody
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