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I’ve Been Thinking...
Dear Church Family,
For the past few months, I have been using
this space in The Compass to press further
into our Sunday discussions about disciples.
On Sundays I have been exploring discipleship, defining disciples, dealing with the implications of making disciples, and seeking to
apply all this to our vision which is: “to see
every life in Jasper transformed by Christ resulting in an impact in His name felt to the
very ends of the earth.” I hope you have
been able to follow along.
We want people to join us in this adventure.
Therefore, we have been praying that God
would stir up our membership and prompt
them to re-gather now that covid is beginning to abate. We are also praying that God
will bring new people among us. Some of
these new people will be first time believers
and some will be existing Christians who
want to be a part of a faith community like
ours.
What steps can we take as a church to invite
people to join us? Well. . .one step has been
launching a new web site. You can find it at
www.fbcjaspertx.com You will find that it is
fresh and new in appearance. It also has a
great deal of information in it. We added
several features like the whole pull down
menu called “I’m New” and the five areas of
focus found on the scrolling lead page. The
website is still being worked on and added to
so come back often to check it out.
Researchers have found that many people
today check out a church’s website first before they check out the church. This is especially true for young people with families.
They want to know what to expect, and they
want to know what kind of welcome they will
find. And that is a large part of the key to
church growth – what kind of welcome
will people find. This goes way beyond a
website. This is the job of you and me. Invite people to join us at worship.
THEN. . .love them like crazy.
See you Sunday on Facebook or in person.

A Note from Bro. Woody
For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Now if any man builds on the foundation
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,
each man’s work will become evident;
for the day will show it
because it is to be revealed with fire,
and the fire itself will test
the quality of each man’s work.
--1 Corinthians 3: 11-13--

The Leaning Tower of Pisa is slowly leaning more and
more. Scientists travel yearly to measure the slow descent. They report that the 179-foot tower moves about
a twentieth of an inch every year, and is now 17 feet
out of plumb. In fact, if it hadn’t been for counterweights installed, bells removed from the tower, and
safety cables harnessed, most believe it would have
fallen years ago. The word pisa in Italian actually
means “marshy land,” an interesting thing to consider
when you think about the fact that the foundation of the
tower is only 10 feet deep. It’s no wonder, then, that
the building is living on borrowed time.
When a foundation is shallow, the building will collapse. And what’s true in architecture is also true in our
spiritual lives. When we have a shallow spiritual foundation that doesn’t dig deep into the ground, our spirituality will waiver – faltering when hard times hit. If we
want to have a faith that’s unshakeable, we need to
build our life’s foundation on the person of Jesus
Christ. Because while the world may shift and sway,
our spiritual foundation can remain strong when we
make Jesus Christ the basis of everything we do! So
every day, let’s pray and ask God to help us make Jesus central in every aspect of our lives, as we build
them on the Solid Rock.
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

It’s hard to believe we are coming to the end of another school year. The front cover of this week’s Compass
reminds us we have a great group of students, who
have been involved with FBC, who will be graduating
soon. I want to invite you to join us Sunday morning,
May 23rd, for our Senior Sunday celebration. This is a
day we set aside each year to recognize our graduating Seniors and thank God for the time that we have
gotten to spend with them. It is a send-off of sorts.
Aside from a special time of recognition during
the morning service, we will have a church wide lunch
afterwards and everyone is invited! Each Senior will
have a table set up in the gym that displays their
unique personality, hobbies, interests, achievements,
and future plans. Each table will have an autographed picture frame of the students that you are
encouraged to write your well-wishes, prayers, and
congratulation messages on as the church’s gift to
these students and their families. This is always a
special day.
Graduating from High School is a major milestone. It’s always a little sad to see a group of students that I love move on. But I would much prefer
that over seeing a group of students that I love sit
still, afraid to leave the comforts of familiarity in high
school. That would really be something to grieve
about. I’m always reminded of Henry Blackaby’s
words in his study, “Experiencing God”. He said, “You
can’t stay where you are and follow Jesus.” Think
about that. At any stage of life, it would be (and is) a
tragedy to get stuck in the comfort of familiarity,
afraid of any change or movement to our routine.
Paul says in Philippians 3:10-12, “I want to
know Christ – yes , to know the power of his resurrection and participation of his sufferings, becoming like
him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the
resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already
obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal,
but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ
Jesus took hold of me.” What a powerful statement.
We will never achieve full godliness in this side of
heaven. But I want to always have the attitude of
Paul, striving to obtain what God has called me to be
and to do.
Senior Sunday will be a special day. We will
celebrate what God has done and what He will do in
their lives. But let us also look ahead to what God is
calling us to. No matter our age and how far we have
come, He has more in store! I look forward to it.

You are loved,
Bro. Woody

I can’t wait. . .
Brother Donnie

A Page from Jim’s Journal

June 21st - 25th
Call the church office or see
Judy Mathews to sign up.

Sign up in the foyer or
church office to serve in the
Nursery or
Children’s Church.

We made it to May! In a school year
filled with uncertainty, we are so
blessed to have had a successful
year! As a faculty, we would like to
thank the First Baptist Church family for
believing in this ministry and supporting
us. Next week is Teacher Appreciation
Week for us, and we are not the only
ones who need to be appreciated. Thanks to your support and belief
in us, we have the best jobs in town!
Here’s to a few weeks left and then
Summer Break!

