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Thank you to everyone who has volunteered
to help with VBS! Teacher spots have been
filled in every age group but helpers are needed. If you are available to help even a day or
so, please let Judy Mathews or the church
Wedding Shower for Cole Peterson and fiancé, Jaclyn.
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up or take down, please let us know.

First Baptist Church

The Vision of First Baptist Church Jasper is
To see every life in Jasper transformed by Christ resulting in an impact
in His name felt to the very ends of the earth.
Join us!

I’ve Been Thinking...
Dear Church Family,
I guess it is not possible to perfectly define a disciple of Christ. However, last Sunday morning I
tried to make a kind of summary statement. Yes,
a disciple of Christ is LIKE Jesus, ABIDES in His
word, puts ONLY Jesus first, and LOVES one another. The text I used, (Matthew 4:17) is used by
some Bible teachers to define a disciple this way:
one who follows Jesus, is changed by Jesus, and
is committed to the mission of Jesus. * I like that
definition.

What do we do after we have a clear understanding of a disciple? Well, now we drill down into the
command of Jesus to “make disciples” (Matthew
28:19-20) This text is the Great Commission, and
we take it seriously. In fact, in every way, this
command loops back to our vision: “to see every
life in Jasper transformed by Christ with a result
that in His name an impact is felt to the ends of
the earth.” I hope it is clear how our vision and
the commission of Christ are connected. I hope it
is also clear that this is the work of the church.
This is our task. This is the disciple making task.
Churches do lots of things and our church is doing and will be doing lots of things. The things we
do will be clustered around worshiping the Majestic God, proclaiming His word as our essential
message, making reproducing disciples, being a
community of love for each other, and working in
the power of His Spirit to heal a broken world.
Just imagine, if you would, what our community
would look like if we took these five kinds of actions and aligned them toward the making of disciples. What if our every thought, our every act,
our every committee, our every team, our every
assembly, our every word, our every prayer
aligned toward the making of disciples?
This is what I will be exploring next on Sunday
mornings as we worship the Majestic God. We
will be exploring how disciples are made. How we
would love to have you with us as we continue on
the epic journey together. See you Sunday (either
on Facebook or in the room).

A Note from Bro. Woody
The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to
the person who seeks Him.
--Lamentations 3: 25-Early in his inventing career, Thomas Edison invented a
vote-tallying machine that could be used in legislative
chambers. Simply by moving the switch from right to left,
one could vote for or against a proposal without leaving
his or her desk. Edison was thrilled about his prospects, so
he headed for Washington, D.C. In a meeting with the
Chairman of Congressional Committees, the official complimented Edison on his ingenuity but promptly turned
down the invention. He told Edison, “Filibustering and
delay in the tabulation of votes are often the only means
we have for defeating bad or improper legislation. The
lengthiness of the process is often the key to making it all
work.”
The same is true in life! The process can often be the most
critical part. Think about all the times when you expended
days, months, or even years on something, only to see
your labor never come to fruition. But what many forget to
consider, as they hang their heads in despair, is that
through the struggle, they were learning. The process, not
the end result, was the key to everything. Don’t be discouraged if you feel like you’ve been “in process” for a
long period of time. Instead, look at what God is doing
through your struggle. When you see God in the process
and waiting, you’ll find real encouragement to move forward!
In His time, in His time;
He makes all things beautiful in His time.
Lord, please show me everyday
As you're teaching me your way
That you do just what you say in your time.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

Jaclyn, the kids, and I just got back from a
wonderful week of vacation. We started out
in Amarillo, TX and finished in Oklahoma
City visiting and staying with family
throughout our time. Early on in the week
we went to Top Golf with Jaclyn’s family in
OKC. A short explanation, for those who
haven’t experienced it, is that Top Golf is a
driving range with electronic targets. Each
player gets 20 shots and they tally points
based on the targets you hit. Jaclyn and I
get out and play an actual round of golf
once a year so we aren’t spectacular. I’m
always reminded of how golf takes a lifetime
to learn.
Every year for decades, the great Jack Nicklaus would begin his golf season by starting
over. Obviously, Nicklaus didn’t forget how
to play golf during the winter months. He
was a stickler for fundamentals—all of them.
He broke his game down to the most detailed parts and reconstructed it because he
knew sound fundamentals would withstand
the most intense pressure in the most difficult of circumstances. No club swings itself,
and without a proper grip, there is little
chance one’s game will improve beyond the
level of erratic.
There is a parallel for life. You are, in a
sense, like the golf club. You can’t do anything on your own. You are only potential.
However, if you let Him, God will take hold
of your life and provide the direction and
power to fulfill His purpose. He can help you
find life’s fairway and show you how to progress on the course of life. In fact, in the
first part of John 15:5, He says as much:
“Those who remain in me, and I in them,
will produce much fruit.” Basically, those in
His grip live lives of purpose.
If Jack Nicklaus thought the grip was the
most fundamental element in the golf
swing, it makes sense that being in God’s
grip is the most fundamental element to living your life the way He intended.

I can’t wait. . .
Brother Donnie
*”Disciple Shift,” by Jim Putnam, Zondervan,
2003

A Page from Jim’s Journal

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Join us!

So, how is His grip on your life?

Registration for
2021-2022
•

•

Returning students can
register online at
www.fbcjaspertx.com
beginning May 3rd.
New students can pick up
packets at FBCS on May 9th
and 10th. Return completed
packet for registration on
May 12th at 11:30 a.m. in the
church foyer.

The Bob & Shirley Cheek
scholarship of the Sabine
Neches Baptist Area is
available to graduating
seniors. You can pick up an
application in the church
office or we can email it to
you. Applications are due in
the SNBA Office in
Kirbyville by May 5th.

