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But He Lives!

Easter 2021, a beautiful day of worship.

I’ve Been Thinking...
Dear Church Family,
Oh my, what a wonderful couple of weeks
we have had. The worship on Palm Sunday
was beyond description. Thank you Brother
Woody and choir for the powerful story in
song you gave us with “Remember, Where
the Past Ends and Forever Begins.” And
then there was Easter – it was a terrific
morning with breakfast, the children’s Easter egg hunt, and our time of worship. There
is no doubt in my mind that the Lord was
with us in our resurrection celebration. I
will now be going back to where we were before the Easter season. I will continue to
explore our vision and the ideas that spin
out of our vision.
You have noticed that I often talk about living into our vision. I talk about regathering
as a church. I talk about reaching young
families for Christ. I talk about making disciples. At some point some of you are going
to ask, “when are we going to do these
things?” Well, here is something you can do
right now that will fit into what it means to
be a disciple and will fit into our plans to
again be a gathered people. In John 13:3334 Jesus declared that if we are His disciples, we must love each other. For the most
part, I think our church is one that genuinely loves each other. But loving each other
casts a pretty wide net. We are to love our
fellow members and we are to love the
broader family of faith as well.
If you look closely at verse 34 there is also a
missionary twist. Do you see the phrase “all
men will know that you are my disciples. .
.”? Not only does our vibrant love for each
other draw the family back together it also
calls the lost to Christ. So Here is one thing
to do – love your faith family so much that
you will contact a few of them and invite
them to regather with you this Sunday.
That will help regather the family and it will,
serendipitously, tell our city that we are a
welcoming community of love for them.
See you Sunday. Bring a friend.

Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

A Page from Jim’s Journal

Little children, guard yourselves from idols.
--1 John 5: 21-What a wonderful Resurrection Day! It was
such a blessing to worship with you on Easter
Sunday! There is perhaps no other Lord’s Day
quite like it, for without the resurrection of our
Savior we have no reason to worship.
There is a story about an African Muslim who
decided to become a Christian. His friends, perplexed at his decision to turn his back on Islam
and follow Jesus, asked him, “Why did you become a Christian?” His answer spoke volumes.
He told them…“Suppose you were going down
the road and suddenly came to a fork, and you
didn’t know which way to go. At the fork, you
see two men… one is dead, and one is alive.
Which of the two would you ask which way to
go?”
Jesus stands out in history above all other religious figures because unlike them, He is alive!
The grave is empty – He is risen from the dead.
No founder of any other religion can claim that.
In a world full of false idols: other religions,
money, people, status, we must remember that
only Jesus will last forever. The resurrection
proves that. Let us take time every day to focus
on the resurrection and what it means for us.
Then, let us share the good news of Jesus with
others as well!
God sent His son, they called Him Jesus;
He came to love, heal and forgive.
He lived and died to buy my pardon;
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow;
Because He lives, all fear is gone.
Because I know He holds the future,
And life is worth the living, just because He lives.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

“The students at First Baptist got to attend Launch

Conference in Buna on Saturday, March 27th. This
group got to dig deeper in faith topics that were
important to them and discuss with students from
several different churches. These students have a
desire to know God and it was a privilege to join
them at this conference. Please be praying for our
students. Pray for them to hunger and thirst for
the deep things of God. Pray for them to have
faith in their everyday struggles. Pray that God
would continue to reveal Himself in their lives.”
We are blessed to be a part of FBC Jasper,
Jim

