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The church office will be closed
December 25th through January 3rd.
The office will be open from 10am to
12pm on Thursday, December 31st.
Yearend contributions may be given
during this time. Also, remember we have
online giving available on our website
and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each

This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
some Christmas cheer to the residents of Rayburn
Rehab with a parade of Carols and lots of smiles.
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Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each

This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
some Christmas cheer to the residents of Rayburn
Rehab with a parade of Carols and lots of smiles.
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The church office will be closed
December 25th through January 3rd.
The office will be open from 10am to
12pm on Thursday, December 31st.
Yearend contributions may be given
during this time. Also, remember we have
online giving available on our website
and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody
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of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.
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during this time. Also, remember we have
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and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
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path together for a season and we agree. We
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that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
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me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
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words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each

This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
some Christmas cheer to the residents of Rayburn
Rehab with a parade of Carols and lots of smiles.
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The church office will be closed
December 25th through January 3rd.
The office will be open from 10am to
12pm on Thursday, December 31st.
Yearend contributions may be given
during this time. Also, remember we have
online giving available on our website
and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each
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need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
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in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each
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No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
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Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
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the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody
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a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
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But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
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Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
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“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each
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The office will be open from 10am to
12pm on Thursday, December 31st.
Yearend contributions may be given
during this time. Also, remember we have
online giving available on our website
and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie
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blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each

This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
some Christmas cheer to the residents of Rayburn
Rehab with a parade of Carols and lots of smiles.
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The church office will be closed
December 25th through January 3rd.
The office will be open from 10am to
12pm on Thursday, December 31st.
Yearend contributions may be given
during this time. Also, remember we have
online giving available on our website
and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each
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all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
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to be.
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son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each

This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
some Christmas cheer to the residents of Rayburn
Rehab with a parade of Carols and lots of smiles.
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The church office will be closed
December 25th through January 3rd.
The office will be open from 10am to
12pm on Thursday, December 31st.
Yearend contributions may be given
during this time. Also, remember we have
online giving available on our website
and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
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blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
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Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each
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of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
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that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
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all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie
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true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each

This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
some Christmas cheer to the residents of Rayburn
Rehab with a parade of Carols and lots of smiles.
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that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
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in person at our gathering place on the corner
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The church office will be closed
December 25th through January 3rd.
The office will be open from 10am to
12pm on Thursday, December 31st.
Yearend contributions may be given
during this time. Also, remember we have
online giving available on our website
and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.
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recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
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and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.
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in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each
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Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
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church. But it seems that God had different
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among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
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Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
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of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
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blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
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church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
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fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
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many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each

This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
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No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
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What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
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plans other than to build a house and to join a
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that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
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first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
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all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
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me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
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one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each

This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
some Christmas cheer to the residents of Rayburn
Rehab with a parade of Carols and lots of smiles.
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believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
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his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
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want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
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when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
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you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
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are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
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began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
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The church office will be closed
December 25th through January 3rd.
The office will be open from 10am to
12pm on Thursday, December 31st.
Yearend contributions may be given
during this time. Also, remember we have
online giving available on our website
and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each
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us; and I am equally confident that when we
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first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
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all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
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me). I intend to know you all; to know your
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journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
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the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each
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12pm on Thursday, December 31st.
Yearend contributions may be given
during this time. Also, remember we have
online giving available on our website
and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
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path together for a season and we agree. We
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side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
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well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
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blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
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save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each

This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
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No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
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What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
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plans other than to build a house and to join a
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that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
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Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each

This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
some Christmas cheer to the residents of Rayburn
Rehab with a parade of Carols and lots of smiles.

9:15 a.m.

The Compass (UPS #071350) is published twice a month.
Periodical Postage paid at Jasper, Texas 75951

VOLUME 17, ISSUE 24

DECEMBER 17, 2020

We’re on the web

Beth Penney, Financial Secretary……….……………………………….……..384-2527
Christian School……….…………………………..……………………..….…....384-7033

Jim Slaton, Minister of Youth and Education………………………......…….382-5425
Kim Gill, Church Secretary………………………………..………………..….….384-2527

Donnie Wiltshire, Interim Pastor………………..……………………….….….384-2527
Woody Wade, Minister of Music and Senior Adults………………………...382-5575

First Baptist Jasper

www.fbcjaspertx.com

Dec 24
Dec 25
Dec 26
Dec 27
Dec 29
Dec 29
Dec 30
Dec 30
Dec 31
Jan 03
Jan 03
Jan 06
Jan 08
Jan 09
Jan 10

First Baptist, Jasper
314 N. Main St.
Jasper, TX 75951
(409)384-2527
fbcj@fbcjaspertx.com

Steve McGraw
Carole Jenks
Jordan Blair
Colt McBride
Jim Blankenship
Carroll Miller
Vanita McMillon
Irma Wiltshire
Ollie Brookfield
Anna McKnight
Colt Webb
Ross Gill
Michelle Webb
Betty McLemore
Rodney Herrington

First Baptist, Jasper……………………………...……………….....….…...…..384-2527

The church office will be closed
December 25th through January 3rd.
The office will be open from 10am to
12pm on Thursday, December 31st.
Yearend contributions may be given
during this time. Also, remember we have
online giving available on our website
and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each

This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
some Christmas cheer to the residents of Rayburn
Rehab with a parade of Carols and lots of smiles.

9:15 a.m.

The Compass (UPS #071350) is published twice a month.
Periodical Postage paid at Jasper, Texas 75951

VOLUME 17, ISSUE 24

DECEMBER 17, 2020

We’re on the web

Beth Penney, Financial Secretary……….……………………………….……..384-2527
Christian School……….…………………………..……………………..….…....384-7033

Jim Slaton, Minister of Youth and Education………………………......…….382-5425
Kim Gill, Church Secretary………………………………..………………..….….384-2527

Donnie Wiltshire, Interim Pastor………………..……………………….….….384-2527
Woody Wade, Minister of Music and Senior Adults………………………...382-5575

First Baptist Jasper

www.fbcjaspertx.com

Dec 24
Dec 25
Dec 26
Dec 27
Dec 29
Dec 29
Dec 30
Dec 30
Dec 31
Jan 03
Jan 03
Jan 06
Jan 08
Jan 09
Jan 10

First Baptist, Jasper
314 N. Main St.
Jasper, TX 75951
(409)384-2527
fbcj@fbcjaspertx.com

Steve McGraw
Carole Jenks
Jordan Blair
Colt McBride
Jim Blankenship
Carroll Miller
Vanita McMillon
Irma Wiltshire
Ollie Brookfield
Anna McKnight
Colt Webb
Ross Gill
Michelle Webb
Betty McLemore
Rodney Herrington

First Baptist, Jasper……………………………...……………….....….…...…..384-2527

The church office will be closed
December 25th through January 3rd.
The office will be open from 10am to
12pm on Thursday, December 31st.
Yearend contributions may be given
during this time. Also, remember we have
online giving available on our website
and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
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believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
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his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
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you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
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among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
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in person at our gathering place on the corner
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This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
some Christmas cheer to the residents of Rayburn
Rehab with a parade of Carols and lots of smiles.
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The church office will be closed
December 25th through January 3rd.
The office will be open from 10am to
12pm on Thursday, December 31st.
Yearend contributions may be given
during this time. Also, remember we have
online giving available on our website
and a drop box in the door
of the church office.

The Compass

No Evening Activities Wednesday, December 23rd.
This year’s Christmas Eve service will be available online only.
Please join us on Facebook at 5:00p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Dear Church Family,

What can we say about last Sunday? It was
one of the best days ever. Sunday is always
good because along with a couple other billion
believers in the world we gather to worship the
true and living God. Sunday was also extraordinary because our choir led us in a terrific
morning of worship. “When We Needed a King”
blessed us all. The choir exercised their spiritual gifts and Brother Woody led us with
his. I enjoyed the musicality as well as the
words – how about these: “He left heaven’s
throne… now the cradle is His throne… let us
kneel before the throne.” Did it make you
want to join the choir? Well, in due time you
will have opportunity. You already have the
opportunity to kneel before God’s throne!
What else can I say about Sunday? Well . . .
when Irma and I moved back home, we had no
plans other than to build a house and to join a
church. But it seems that God had different
plans. Your gracious vote has indicated that
you feel that God wants us to walk this faith
path together for a season and we agree. We
are both excited to love you, to serve the Lord
side by side with you, and to see God work
among us to transform lives. There will be a
lot that God calls us to do. But I am confident
that all He requires from us He will supply for
us; and I am equally confident that when we
are weak, He will be strong.
I will start to work as your pastor on January
first but my first day in the office will be January 4. I have a lot to learn so be patient with
me as I come to understand our church
rhythms and customs. Give me time to learn
all your names (if you see me at Lowes remember I am seeing you out of place and might not
recognize you – come grab me and speak to
me). I intend to know you all; to know your
families and your stories and your spiritual
journeys. I can’t wait. What a joy this is going
to be.
I will see you Sunday – either on FaceBook or
in person at our gathering place on the corner
of Milam and Main!
Brother Donnie

A Note from Bro. Woody

For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost.
--Luke 19:10-Sometimes I get frustrated about how we Christians
treat the Bible around Christmastime. Think about it:
many of us know the words of the Christmas story so
well that we don’t actually have to go look them up in
Scripture. We have conditioned ourselves to think
about only certain verses of the Bible as being the
“Christmas” ones—the verses about Jesus being born
and the promises of His coming as a baby. But one of
the things I love about the gospel is that the promise
of Christmas isn’t limited to a handful of passages. It
is all over the Bible, waiting for us to see it. It’s in
Isaiah’s promise of salvation for God’s people that
God would answer “in a time of favor” and help “in
the day of salvation.” The fulfillment of this promise
began the day Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, through Mary’s pregnancy, and goes beyond Jesus’s birth. Whenever He ate with “tax collectors and
sinners” and proclaimed good news to the poor, freedom for the captives, and healing and sight to the
blind, He was doing what He was born to do. But one
verse that I find absolutely life-giving at Christmastime is this: “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and save the lost.” This is, in so many ways, the heart
of the matter, the reason why Christmas is even a
thing. God sent Jesus into the world to seek and save
the lost—people like you and me. People who were
blind and trapped in captivity to sin. He came for
people who were, from a spiritual perspective, about
as bad as bad can be, even if we looked good on the
outside—people so blind that we didn’t even know
we were blind! And yet Jesus came to seek us and
save us. He came to rescue us from sin and from ourselves. And Christmas is the start of that, which
means Christmas should be celebrated as more than
our Savior’s birth. It’s also a time to look forward to
what is yet to come—the day when Jesus returns to
make all things new and put an end to sin forevermore.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl
Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies are over all His
works.” The fact that the Lord is good is a
wonderful Truth to reflect on. This is the
time of year we recognize that God sent his
son Jesus to become like us, that we may
become more like Him and dwell in His
presence. I hope we all recognize our great
need for the Savior of the world.
I had the privilege of driving to Dallas
this past Saturday to watch my Aunt and
Uncle get baptized. They both just turned 70
a few months back and around that time
had started attending a church plant in Argyle. My Uncle David had grown up in
church and believed the stories he was told.
But he always carried the weight of his sin
and shame on his own shoulders. He never
fully, in his heart, trusted in Jesus to remove his guilt and shame. As a result, he
has lived most of his life trying to work his
way to salvation.
Having spent most of his life avoiding
a church that practices believers baptism,
he was drawn to this church plant because
they needed a guitar player and he loves to
play. After a few weeks of hearing the gospel
he accepted Jesus and the forgiveness that
came. He is experiencing the freedom of
Christ for the first time and it has invigorated him. I praise God for how good He is. He
desires salvation for all creation. I reflect
over and over again in my own life, “God
how can you love me this much?” I have had
my share of failures, works based attempts
at favor, and shortcomings. But God still
shows his favor and mercy. I am full of life
because He is good and merciful.
Thank you Jesus for sustaining us
and giving what we needed in the year 2020.
As we jump into the next year I pray we rest
in the fact that the Lord is good and His
mercies are over all His works.

Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab
Study Guides are $10 each

This Christmas has been a lot different for the
Christian School, but we were still able to spread
some Christmas cheer to the residents of Rayburn
Rehab with a parade of Carols and lots of smiles.

