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Ladies Bible Study
Begins Wednesday, January 13th at 6:00 p.m.
in the Computer Lab

I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart;
I will tell of all Your marvelous works.

Study Guides are $10 each

Financial Report
Offerings…....(12/01 - 12/31) …..... $ 84,555.83
Lottie Moon ...(cumulative)………… $ 14,322.56

We’re on the web

Jan 13
Jan 14
Jan 15
Jan 15
Jan 16
Jan 16
Jan 21
Jan 21
Jan 24

www.fbcjaspertx.com

Becky Inman
Joan Townsend
Lauren Bean
Grady Shillings
Jeremiah Fowler
John Stott
Rachel Hicks
Henry McMillon
Cole Peterson

First Baptist, Jasper
314 N. Main St.
Jasper, TX 75951
(409)384-2527
fbcj@fbcjaspertx.com

Psalm 9:1

Due to Covid, the Deacons were not able to have their annual banquet. Instead of the banquet,
they delivered baskets of goodies to all of our widows and widowers.
God Bless our church. Thanks for the
Santa package.
Loucille Martindale

The gift basket was really such a
special blessing to me. I love my
church family.
Karen Cannon

Thank you for the basket. It was very
much appreciated.
Gene Cannon
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Dear Church Family,
About a year and a half ago Irma and I
moved back to Texas. We had lived elsewhere ever since I graduated from Southwestern Seminary in 1978. For 21 years I
pastored churches. For 20 years I worked
for the Baptist State Convention of North
Carolina as a church consultant. After retirement, we moved back to the state that
we both called “home.”
It was our plan to build a house and live on
the land we inherited from my family. My
people have lived in the Jasper/Kirbyville area for well over 100 years and even though
we have lived in many places, this area was
home for us. It was our plan to become involved in a local church and perhaps supply
preach or do an interim pastorate or two in
retirement years. But God had other plans
and we did not see this coming.
Irma and I were thrilled to serve First Baptist as interim and to love you all through
this most trying pandemic time. But you
grew on us. And God began to do a work in
our lives and in your lives. He drew us together so that it became clear (even though
it is not typical) that I would move from being your interim to being your pastor.
This new phase in our relationship has now
begun. As of January 1, I am serving you as
your pastor. I am deeply humbled by your
decision to call me. I am also very excited
to see what God is going to do among us.
You have asked me to preach the word, to
shepherd the people, and to equip the saints
for works of service (as per the job description). I promise you that I am going to give
every last ounce of energy I have to do just
this. Let’s begin this adventure, together,
shall we?! Let’s dream a God sized dream.
Let’s mightily trust God. Let’s live in eager
expectation to see the work of God among
us.

A Note from Bro. Woody

For I consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us.
--Romans 8: 18-Some newspapers carry daily columns dedicated to
answering questions from its readers. Some years ago,
one paper listed the top ten unanswerable questions it
had received. Among them was one from a 9-year-old
boy, who wrote, “I have a cat that eats regularly and
needs to go on a diet. He also eats mice when he is
out. How many calories are in a mouse?”
There are some questions to which we simply don’t
know the answer. We see examples of this all around
us today. When parents take a child to the doctor to be
vaccinated, the child doesn’t understand what’s going
on. All he understands is that he’s being stuck with a
needle and it hurts. But the parents know more, and
they let the child experience a bit of pain today because, in the grand scheme of things, it’s better for
him!

This is definitely true when asking questions about
God, who is so immense and powerful that we could
never dream of fully understanding Him. There will
come a day when we’ll be able to ask any question we
want. Some of those questions will become unimportant as we spend time in the presence of the Father. But until that day, we may not get answers to the
“whys” of the Christian life. So we wait and we trust
God to work everything out for our good!
God is too wise to be mistaken,
God is too good to be unkind.
So when you don't understand,
when don't see His plan,
When you can't trace His hand,
trust His heart.
You are loved,
Bro. Woody

I can’t wait . . .

“The Lord lives! Blessed be my Rock!
Let God be exalted,
The Rock of my salvation!

Brother Donnie

2 Samuel 22:47

A PAge from Jim’s JournAl

Brock Gill is an illusionist that the youth group
has seen at various concerts over the years, including Hot Hearts. He tells this story about his
Dad:
“When the war began, Dad withdrew from
college and quickly found himself in the jungle of
Vietnam. He was given a beautiful German Shepherd named Fritz. His first assignment was to feed
the dog and then the training began. Every day my
dad fed, trained, and played with Fritz. In a short
time, that dog became his closest companion. Fritz
even saved my dad’s life. My dad’s job was to walk
the perimeter of the Army base by himself at night
with nothing more than his M-16 rifle and his
trusted dog. He felt alone and was often scared,
but he trusted his dog. After all, Fritz could smell
and hear the enemy coming long before anyone
else. One night, some soldiers near the perimeter
fell asleep in a bunker. They never woke up and
the enemy slipped in and killed them in their sleep.
My dad knew he could never fall asleep. He and
the dog had to stay alert. He made sure he and his
dog were always healthy because their lives depended on it. My father still recalls the last day he
spent in Vietnam. He had to say goodbye to his
best friend, Fritz, who had saved his life so many
times. He fed his dog and then jumped onto a helicopter and went home. As I listen to my dad’s story
of his time in the military, I think about how the
dog was taken care of and healthy because of how
invaluable he was. Fritz would save him from the
schemes of the enemy”
Similarly, a man had two dogs. The dog he
fed became the biggest and healthiest. Likewise,
every follower of Christ has two natures: Spirit and
flesh. Whichever one we feed will grow to be the
biggest. Galatians 5:16-18 says, “But I say, walk
by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of
the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against
the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against
the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to
keep you from doing the things you want to do.
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under
the law.” Make a decision, in this new year, to be
in the Word and to follow Jesus with all of your
heart. Day by day, the Spirit will transform your
heart and mind and you will experience life to the
fullest.
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Did you know . . .
that we have a delightful jewel of a library
ready to be explored. Our church’s library
has many resources such as:
Bible
commentaries, reference books, biographies, Christian living books, Christian
fiction, large print books, children’s and
juvenile books, and many C.S. Lewis books
(you’ve heard our pastor mention this
author). The library’s resources also include
several movies/DVDs, with special sections
dedicated to children and family movies, that
are all available to you.
The library is open Sundays and Wednesdays before, between and after services (but
not during) and the checkout process is
easy. Just complete the clipboard form
located on the desk. Books and DVDs may
be returned in the return basket located in
front of the library desk.
If you would like to know more about our
library, please see the church’s website at
fbcjaspertx.com, click on Ministries at top
and then click on Library.
The library
webpage includes a convenient on-line
catalog.
Please feel free to come on in, look around
and make yourself at home. Your library is
waiting.

