Thank You

To the members and staff at First Baptist
Church,

First, a huge thank you for providing us din-
ner. We love BBQ and peach cobbler, so it really
hit the spot. Secondly, thank you for supporting
Mom in all the years she worked at the school.
The school was a passion for her and allowed her
to do what she loved for over 30 years. Lastly,
thank you for all the friendships and relation-
ships you have provided to us over the years,
that alone means the world to all of us.

Sincerely,
The Family of Betsy Rhames
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Carolyn Armitage June 01
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Tom Westmoreland June 02

BI RTHDHY Jan Yeates June 03
Addie Cammack June 04

Caleb Penney June 05
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Stream all Services:

N[0 TRV (o gl Sunday: 10:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday: 6:00 p.m.

i on Facebook Live
WO rs h I p You can watch the
service on YouTube
In Person once the live stream
or has ended.

Like our Facebook page:

Facebook Live

First Baptist Church Jasper
S un d ay and subscribe to our
YouTube channel:
First Baptist Church
Jasper Texas
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Jasper, TX 75951
(409)384-2527

Kim Gill, Church Secretary...........cccoeveverererererereeresesee s

...594-9647

Beth Penney, Financial Secretary.............c.cooveeurieirineiniseneneeeinenns

Christian SCROOL..........o.eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt s e eeeees e

The Compass (UPS #071350) is published twice a month.
Periodical Postage paid at Jasper, Texas 75951

2 YouTube

g
29
=5
o]
S2
cr’
5
[ =]
\th
[}
;E

Volume 16 Issue 10 May 21, 2020

First =

Bargtsltsg — T rr Conmpass

Jasper

This unusual time in our world has opened the door to unique opportunities for
us to love our neighbor. Though we have been asked to stay home and keep
our distance from one another as much as possible, it is important to remem-
ber that the Gospel can’t be quarantined. Let’s continue to be the church in our
community. Reach out to your neighbor, co-worker, delivery driver, cashier,
etc. and let them know where your peace during uncertain and fearful times
comes from. People tend to be more open to Christ during times of trouble and
transition. Please continue reading inside for practical ways we can all
love our neighbor.




Dear Church Family,

Last Sunday, for the first time in about
two months, we were able to gather in the
worship center for worship. It was such a
joy to be able to see so many of
you. Even though we practiced (as best
we could) social distancing, we were still
about to look each other in the eye, flash
winsome smiles, and share our love
across the auditorium. There was a won-
derful spirit in the room as everyone gave
thanks for being back together in the
presence of the Lord.

I tried, from the Philippians 3 passage, to
share from my heart and God's Word
what I think (at least in part) God wants
us to learn from our recent shut-down
time. The lesson basically is this - we
long to go back to a "normal" time; but
God longs for us to move forward into
His desired future.

I don't think any of us knows exactly
what that future looks like but in a great
many ways it does not look like the
past. In the future, we will proclaim the
same gospel to the same broken
world. But we will have to do it out of a
deeper relationship with Christ. We will
have to do it with an insistent ur-
gency. We will have to do it with
deeper passion for our needy neighbors.
And, we will have to do it with a sharp fo-
cus on Making Disciples.

If you can safely join us this Sunday,
come. If you need to stay away for a
longer time, stay. But begin to develop in
your heart an anticipation for a fresh
movement of God's Spirit among us lead-
ing us "further up and further in" on this
magnificent spiritual journey.

You are loved,

Brother Donnie
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A Note from
Bro. Woody

Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old.
Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth;
Shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.

--Isaiah 43: 18-19--

When was the last time you were lost? In this age of GPS,
lostness is not as common as it used to be. Recently I was
driving to an unfamiliar location. I put the address infor-
mation into the navigation app on my phone and headed
out in confidence that I would get where I needed to go.
But something unexpected happened. For some reason,
the system | was relying on to give me direction failed.
After a couple of u-turns and some very confusing in-
structions from the computerized voice talking to me, I
started feeling uncomfortable. I had the sense that some-
thing wasn’t right with the guidance I was receiving. I
had that sinking feeling inside that said, “You're lost!”
After a few moments of concern, I remembered the power
of recalibration. I shut down the GPS app and restarted
the phone. I knew that everything needed to be reset. For
some reason, totally unknown to me, something was off
in the system, and the reboot was the cure. It worked.
When I restarted the program, re-entered the address and
began the navigation again, everything worked as it was
supposed to. The reset got me back on track. It brought
me out of lostness into a sure direction again.

Many times in our life journey we get off track. Through
the busyness of life, the influence of wrong thinking,
wrong people, wrong priorities, or whatever, our internal
sense of direction is confused. We end up wandering into
territory we shouldn’t be in. We start listening to voices
that misguide us. And before long, we have that sinking
feeling that says, “You're lost!” What we need in times
like these is a spiritual reset — a spiritual reboot. We
need to recalibrate with God, His Word, His people, His
priorities, and His heart. We need to slow down long
enough to get back on track with the voice of heaven. Is it
time for a spiritual recalibration in your life? Could this
be one of the lessons that could be learned during this
unusual time?

You are loved,

Bro. Woody
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Have you ever been canoeing at Martin Dies
State Park? They have trails marked that take
you through open water and then through
dense canopies of trees that grow up from the
water. Sometimes the trail can be dark be-
cause of the thick tree cover above you. For
someone new to the area, it would be easy for
someone to lose their way and get off the trail
because all the trees look alike.

Thankfully, someone had the foresight
to nail small reflective signs onto the trees at
moderate intervals to point paddlers in the
right direction. Those little signs offer piece of
mind. They give assurance that you are still on
the trail. Simply follow the signs and you will
arrive back at the dock.

John 1:6-9 says, “There was a man sent
from God, whose name was John. He came as
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that
all might believe through him. He was not the
light, but came to bear witness about the light.
The true light, which gives light to everyone,
was coming into the world.”

John was called by God to point people
toward the coming arrival of Jesus on Earth.
He was to live his life in such a way that people
could see that his passion and desire was for
something much more than selfishness and
temporary fame. Much like the little signs
nailed on the trees within the canoe trail,
Johns testimony — the way he lived his life -
was a means to point people to the hope of Je-
sus Christ.

By living to please God, John pointed
people to Jesus. Where does your life point? Be
challenged today to live your life in such a way
that it points people to Jesus

Love Your Neighbor:

As we are all aware, many people have put their
own health at risk to continue to work and provide
essentials for our community. As a gesture of ap-
preciation, for the next few weeks we will be ask-
ing you for donations of baked goods to deliver to
local businesses for their break room. We will
leave a thank you card and information about the
church with each delivery.

We’ve heard from some of you about how you are
loving your neighbor by taking casseroles or pick-
ing up groceries and delivering them.

Sometimes a very simple act of kindness goes a
long way. If you would like to do something, here
are some ideas:

a phone call, text or card just letting someone
know you are praying for and thinking of them

pick up and deliver groceries or medicine to
neighbor or shut in

when you are purchasing your coffee, candy
bar, snack or meal, purchase one for your
cashier, server or the next person in line

donate blood
be kind, patient and smile often

please continue to give - to the church and to
missions

Church, we appreciate your kindness and gener-
osity! If you have ideas or would like to share
ways you have loved your neighbor please email
the church office.




